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AGENDA

Rationale for change of syllabus
Changes to assessment items
School support
Support from parents



Rationale for change

Preparing our children for the 21st century and beyond
What does it mean to be world and work-ready?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ihbL8ewkP-o

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ihbL8ewkP-o


Rationale for change

 21st century skills:

- Information and communication skills

- Civic literacy, global awareness and cross-cultural skills

- Critical and inventive thinking



Transition from Pri to Sec EL 
Syllabus
Similarities Differences

Assessment components

Paper 1 – Free Writing + 

Situational Writing

Paper 2 – Comprehension

Paper 3 – Listening

Paper 4 - Oral

Assessment components

- Weighting

- Variety of text types and 

sources

- Complex skills



ASSESSMENT WEIGHTING
ASSESSMENT ITEMS WEIGHTING

PAPER 1: EDITNG + SITUATIONAL WRITING 
+CONTINUOUS WRITING

35%

PAPER 2: VISUAL TEXT COMPRE + 
NARRATIVE & NON-FICTION 
COMPREHENSION

35%

PAPER 3: LISTENING 10%

PAPER 4: ORAL COMMUNICATION 20%



Changes to assessment items

 Paper 1 / Composition:

- Editing

- Situational Writing with Visual Stimulus

- Continuous Writing



What does it test?

Identify and edit grammatical 

errors

Punctuation and spelling 

will NOT be tested



Paper 1 Section B – Situational Writing



Qn: 

Write about 2 

places of interest 

that  you might 

enjoy going 

together and why



Paper 1 – Continuous 
writing

What is the change?

•Narrative Text Type  ( may or may not be 

tested)

•Expository Texts  (more frequently 

tested)

How can you help?

•Encourage reading of non-narrative texts.

e.g. reading newspapers, magazine articles

•Talk about current affairs

•Watching the daily news

•Get the children to voice their personal 

opinions  about issues.



Changes to assessment items

 Paper 2  Section A  

Visual Comprehension



Paper 2 Section A
Visual Comprehension

Text Source:

•Print Advertisement

•Poster

•Brochure

•website

Authentic materials

‘Do you have a passion for 

science?’ What effect is this 

intended to have on the reader

‘How does the photograph 

illustrate any one characteristic a 

volunteer should have?



 Paper 2 Section B / Narrative Comprehension:
-Literal
-Inferential 
-Quotation
-Own words
-Vocabulary
-Proof of Evidence
-How language achieves impact
-Response to whole text

Changes to assessment items



Paper 2 Section B
Narrative Comprehension 

Type of Question

How language achieves impact



 Paper 2 Section C / Non-Narrative Comprehension:
-Literal
-Inferential 
-Quotation
-Use your own words
-Vocabulary
-Evaluative questions (Two points of view)

Changes to assessment items



Evaluative questions (2 points of view)



Paper 3 / Listening:

- Responding to a variety of audio recordings

- Graphic organiser

- Note-taking 

Changes to assessment items



 Paper 4 / Oral Communication:

-Reading Aloud

-Picture Discussion

-Conversation Spoken Interaction

Changes to assessment items



Spoken Interaction - Component

a)How do you feel about the elderly taking part in 

the activity in the picture?

b)What kind of activities would appeal to the 

elderly in your community?

c)Some people say, “ Life is what you make it to 

be and should not depend on your age.” Do 

you agree?

Getting students to 
elaborate with 

confidence



 Follow EL Syllabus 2010 closely
 Range of assessment papers
 Reading materials: ST In App + Reader’s Digest, Inspire magazine,

Communicate More Than Words-Lower Sec & I-Think & Present
Perfect - Upper Sec

Reading Profile
E-learning

School Support



1..Applied Learning Programme:
 Sec 1: Podcasting (Alternative Assessment )
 Sec 2: News Production & Broadcasting (Alternative Assessment)
 Sec 3: Espoir (Alternative Assessment for Sec 3s to produce an

article for the school’s semestral newsletter)
2. The Spin Doctors (Stretch Programme for Sec 1-3s)
3. ELF (English Language First!-Support Programme)

PROGRAMMES TO STRETCH AND 

SUPPORT STUDENTS



 Reading: Encourage reading extensively.

 Writing: Pen Reflections, Journals, Blogs, andTravelogues

 Listening: Listen & Watch News on 5. 

 Speaking:
-Newspaper articles
-Creating opportunities to discuss issues with child.

Support from Parents



‘We may not be able to prepare the future for our 
children, but we can at least prepare our children for 

the future.’

- Franklin D. Roosevelt

Thank you for your support!


